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1/30/78 GRIZZLIES BRING FOUR GAME WIN STREAK HOME
sports state + Big Sky rosent h a l / g f
+ Basketball suppl.
MI S S O U L A---
The Montana Grizzlies are back home this w e ekend for Big Sky Gonference basketball 
games against Idaho (Friday, Feb. 3) and Gonzaga (Saturday, Feb. 4). The Griz beat 
both the Zags and Vandals last we e k e n d  in Moscow and Spokane, upping their conference 
mark to 4-2. UM has won three of those games on the road and puts a four game win 
streak on the line this weekend.
Montana is 11-6 overall. They'll face the Athletes in Acti o n  Challengers team, 
Monday, Feb. 6 before returning to conference action with N o r thern Arizona and Weber 
State the following w e ekend in Missoula.
i Montana knocked of f  an improving Idaho Vandal team, 67-60 last Friday. Michael 
Ray Richardson led the UM scoring attack with 26 points. John Stroeder and Allan 
Nielsen kicked in 15 and 14 each.
Nielsen sparked the Grizzlies to a 69-55 pounding of Gonzaga the following night. 
The junior forward pumped in 22 points, and grabbed 10 rebounds for the second straight 
n i g h t .
The Vandals beat Montana State the next night and now have a 4-13 overall mark
i
and a 1-4 conference record. Gonzaga won it's seventh straight against MSU the night 
before, meeting the Grizzlies, but saw that string end with the loss to the Griz. The 
Bulldogs are 11-9 and 4-1 in conference play. Idaho and Gonzaga m e e t  M o n d a y  night,
Jan. 30, before coming to Montana Friday and Saturday.
"We were like a machine for the first 14 minutes of the Idaho game," UM head 
coach Jim Brandenburg said. "We were up b y  14 but then we started to relax and Idaho
-more-
got back in the game. I know they will play very hard when they come to Missoula. 
They've shown steady improvement over the past five weeks."
Following the game w i t h  Gonzaga, Brandenburg confessed to being somewhat startled. 
"I really am amazed and p l e a s a n t l y  surprised with the outcome of the game," Brandenburg
said.
With a reputation around the conference for being extremely tough to beat at home, 
nothing went right for the Zags and everything went right for the Grizzlies. M o ntana 
held a lead of 20 points or more through much of the second half. " E verything we 
touched turned to gold," Brandenburg said.
"Our team has made a great deal of progress and has learned to play w i t h  more 
intensity," Brandenburg said. "We proba b l y  put out more energy on defense against 
Gonzaga than in any other game this season.
"Our rebounding game has held up well and w e 've been showing good offensive 
patience and shot selection," Brandenburg said.
"I think the Zags were a little tired from their Friday night game with Montana 
State and coming back from their Hawaii trip. I know they'll play us tough this 
weekend."
Idaho averages 66.0 points per game on offense and is giving up 75.0 poi n t s  a 
game. In conference games, however, the Vandals are only b e ing o utscored b y  4.4 points 
a game. Idaho is outrebounded 40.0 to 31.1. They are shooting 45% from the field 
and 71% from the free throw line. The opponents are shooting 48% and 70%. Reed 
Jaussi scored a career best of 30 points against M o n t a n a  State last weekend. The 
6-4 sophomore is averaging 16.0 points a game. W a yne M c C a l l e y  is also in double 
figures with 11.8 points per game and leads the team in rebounding w i t h  8.0 boards 
a game.
Gonzaga is averaging 68.9 points a game to 68.4 for the opposition. T h e y  are 
outrebounding their opponents 38.8 to 36.6. The Zags shoot 44.4% from the field and 
67.1 from the line. Their opponents shoot 46.5% and 69.3%. Harold Brown is leading 
the team in scoring with 12.5 points a game. Paul Cathey and J i m  DeWeese are also in
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double figures with 10.0 points a game. Cathey leads the team in rebounding with 11.5 
boards a game.
The Grizzlies take on the Athletes in Action, Monday. The Challengers team will
be "older and more experienced than our club" a ccording to Brandenburg. " W e’ll treat
our
this game like any other so we can conti n u e / m o m e n t u m  through our conference schedule."
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